
 

Department of Permits and Development Management 
  111 West Chesapeake Avenue 

                                                     Towson, Maryland 21204 
                                                   Baltimore County, Maryland 

 
 
 
 

In the Matter of       Civil Citation No. 60409 
 
Stephanie Joyner       406 Harwood Road 
 
Respondent 
               

 
 
 
 FINDINGS OF FACT AND CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

FINAL ORDER OF THE CODE ENFORCEMENT HEARING OFFICER 
 

This matter came before the Code Enforcement Hearing Officer for the Department of Permits 

and Development Management on July 28, 2009 for a Hearing on a citation for violations under the 

Baltimore County Code (BCC) section 13-7-311; Baltimore County Zoning Regulations (BCZR) section 

100.6, 101, 102.1, 1B01.1, failure to remove all fowl/chickens from property that is less than 1 acre in 

size on residential property zoned DR 2 known as 406 Harwood Road, 21228. 

 

On June 9, 2009, pursuant to Baltimore County Code §3-6-205, Inspector Charles Krick issued a 

Code Enforcement & Inspections Citation.  The citation was sent to the Respondent by 1st class mail to 

the last known address listed in the Maryland State Tax Assessment files. 

 

The citation proposed a civil penalty of $1,000.00 (one thousand dollars).  

 

The following persons appeared for the Hearing and testified: Stephanie Joyner, Respondent, 

Peggy Crebs, neighbor and, Charles Krick, Baltimore County Code Enforcement Officer.                                    
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 After proper consideration of all the evidence and testimony presented, the Hearing Officer 

finds: 

 

 A. A Correction Notice was issued on May 11, 2009 for removal of fowl/chickens from this 

residential property.  This Citation was issued on June 9, 2009. 

 

 B. Inspector Charles Krick testified that after receiving a complaint that there were chickens 

in a backyard at 404 Harwood Road, he inspected and found there were chickens housed in a chicken 

coop in the back yard of 406 Harwood Road.  The property is zoned DR 2, and is 10,488 square feet in 

size.  He issued a Correction Notice, followed by this Citation, because County law requires residential 

property to be at least one acre in size in order to house chickens or other fowl.  Pre-hearing inspection 

on July 23, 2009 found three chickens in the rear yard. 

 

 C. Respondent Stephanie Joyner testified that these chickens are kept as pets.  Her two 

daughters raise them and learn from caring for them.  The chicken coop is very clean and sanitary.  

The chickens provide great eggs.  Neighbors and other children love the chickens.  She believes the 

law restricting the keeping of chickens is illogical, particularly since Asian pot-bellied pigs are listed as 

an exception to the one-acre restriction.   She submitted photographs showing five chickens wandering 

in the backyard; eight chickens in a fenced run outside the coop; children holding chickens; and a tidy 

yard. 

 

 D. Peggy Crebs, a neighbor at 402 Harwood Road, testified that she enjoys the chickens 

and that the chickens do not bother her family.  She is delighted to see the responsibility that the 

children take for the chickens.  She and her husband submitted a letter of support for allowing the 

chickens to remain.  Respondent submitted letters of support from five other families who live on 

Harwood Road and Hilton Terrace. 
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E. Based on the evidence presented, it is apparent that this flock of chickens is well cared for and 

that the premises are kept in good condition.  However, County law and zoning regulations do not 

permit Respondent to keep a flock of any size on this property.  Baltimore County Code Section 13-7-

311 specifies, “A person may not house or maintain within a residential area less than 1 acre in size:  

(1) fowl, including chickens, ducks and geese.”  County zoning regulations are consistent with this 

limitation, providing that the minimum acreage for housing chickens, ducks, turkeys or geese is one 

acre.  BCZR Section 100.6.  Respondent’s property is less than one acre in size.  Respondent must  

therefore remove all the chickens from this residential property to comply with County law and zoning 

regulations.   

 

 F. Because Respondent did not knowingly violate the law and because the evidence 

indicates that the chickens are well cared for and there are no specific allegations of annoyance to 

neighbors, additional time will be provided to permit Respondent to find a new home for the chickens. 

 

  

IT IS ORDERED by the Code Enforcement Hearing Officer that a civil penalty be imposed in the 

amount of $500.00 (five hundred dollars). 

 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the civil penalty will be RESCINDED and reduced to zero 

dollars if all the chickens are removed from the property by September 18, 2009.  If the Respondent 

fails to correct the violation, the civil penalty shall be imposed, and Respondent will be subject to 

additional Citations for continued violations. 

 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that if not paid within thirty days of billing, the civil penalty as 

authorized above shall be imposed and placed as a lien upon the property.  

 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the County inspect the property to determine whether the 

violations have been corrected. 
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ORDERED this 17th day of August 2009. 

 

 
 
  Signed: ORIGINAL SIGNED  

                                     Margaret Z. Ferguson 
          Baltimore County Hearing Officer  
 
 
 
 
NOTICE TO RESPONDENT:  The Respondent is advised that (1) pursuant to §3-6-206(g)(2) of the 
Baltimore County Code, the Respondent may make written application to the Director of the 
Department of Permits & Development Management within 10 days to modify or amend this order and 
(2) pursuant to §3-6-301(a), Baltimore County Code, the Respondent may appeal this order to the 
Baltimore County Board of Appeals within fifteen (15) days from the date of this order; any such appeal 
requires the filing of a petition setting forth the grounds for appeal, payment of a filing fee of $150 and 
the posting of security to satisfy the penalty assessed.   
 
 
MZF/jaf 

 


